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that of most Euro-sports, Ducati's 750
Sport, for example, tested elsewhere in
this issue, is a demandingly focused ma-
chine, one that requires substantial in-
vestment in- money, effort, and mainte-
nancs in return for speed. The Hawk
simply asks for less of each.

It docs, howrver, share a vitel element:
hroad. accessible power, Like the Ducati,
the Hawk is nat a wheellofting, fire-
breathing monster: Its 64Tcs V-twin
brings its modest goods m early, empha-
sizing low-end snap and allowing the rider
1o make haste with broad-ranging targUe
and momentum. A smooth rider can glide
the Hawk along a classic arcing line, mak-
ing use of its outstanding cornering clear-
ance. More aggressive riders can ap the
Hawk's irpressive agility, snappmg hard
into turns with an ease fow Euro-twins—
and not even many Japanese sport
hikes-—can match.

Hrnging from 2n aluminum twin-beam
frame, the Hawk’s motive unit traces its
heritage back to Honda's 52-degres,
the se-valve-per-cylinder twin introduced
on the 1982 Shadow 500, and that also
powered the VT500 Ascot. The small V-
engine uses crankpins olfset 76 degrees
1o eliminate primary imbalance, and while
its displacement may have grown, the
heart-shaped, three-valve {two intake,
onie exhaust) combustion chambers re:
main, es do the Ascot-spec pair of 34mm
Keihin carbs. A digital ignition controls
the fire in the dual-plug heads, while litg-
wid-cooling keeps the engine runming in
the teraperate zone and helps suppress
noise.

This engine, completely expased by the
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Blow a downshift
and the bike shrugs it
off, chugging out
of turns anywhere
from 4500 to
7500 rpm with
enough authority to

maintain impreasive

momentum.

a5 its streamlined, finless appearance Sug-
gests. Up to 6000 rpm, the Hawk is s0
wibrationless and quiet that it almost dis-
appears beneath you. Hare, the Hawk dif-
fers greatly fom the Ducati Sport: You
{eel and hear things mechanical taking
place under the Sport's gas tank, but on
the Hawk you just hear the air rushing by
While the Hawk suggests the smali-cali-
ber snap of a Colt M-16 fired by a draftee,
the Ducati’s engine is 8 erackling
Kaleshnikov in the hands of 8 Believer.
The Hawk's sore polished approach
has its advanteges. The slick-shifting five-
speed gearbox and light clutch make the
Hawk easy to ride arcund town. On cold
mornings, its engine wikes up cquickly,
and once warm it delivers crisp throttle
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