SPORTBIKES
TO0 RACY?
“TOURING BIKES
TOO BIG? DUAL-
PURPOSE BIKES
70O DIRTY?

“THEN STEP RIGHT.

“UP. YOUR BIKES.
« ARE HERE. .

 BYALLAN GIRDLER

"E'VE SPENT WHAT SEEMS

like weeks climbing on
‘ and off what has to be
o s, the most-disparate  col-
lection. of motorcyclcs ever assem-
_ bled, and now we're at dinner and
Mr-Editor Edwards wants to know.is
the “standard™ motorcycle sull out
there. ready and waiting?
eMaakngs
Well, maybe. .
- OKkay, yes: But let s ot push thxs
. thmg o0 Tat v v e

Faga AllL three vou.s were cast byfy‘ours,

tru&y,*who was given this jobbeeause
LAifst, I've been riding since before the

ww1 dl specialized; and _third,  my.,
dally ride is as_basic. as they get,
dmely ar Harl'ey Davxdson 88'4

PHOTOS BY DAVID DEWHURST =~

;u.“ “warrival of 9peuahzed motorcyclesy .,
%7 second. twe of my own machines are

which, as we'll see. is
peal of standard-style motorcycles.

Why all this description and com
parison? Because once up
people bought motorcycles‘;ﬂust mo
torcycles. There were big ones and. -
small ones, cheap and expensive. im-

mss»ofths;ﬁb i

“ clmm thqt the Moim(}u add‘me?"

ported or domestic, one cylinder ora

row of ‘em. No matter what the de-
tails, you got a bike and you did what
all motorcyelists did, which was ride
downtown or to schoel, or across pa@-
tures or the continent.. .~

Then we got dirtbikes. Thun dual—
purpose bikes, followed by drc.s,sers
and cruisers and sportbikes and repli- .
racers, and the better each of these. .
got at filling its own litthe niche, the
worse it was at doing chores outside.

““that niche.. And*then, when sales

went into the slump from which. théy .
have yet to recover, there were thoseé
who'said it wouldn’t have happened
if the makers still had: so-to speak.
standards .
tion and gmup evaluation.ofthe 10
motorcydes here, and why the.ques-
tions. Ar¢ ‘these the new standards,

* and do they do the jobsthcy ve bcen
~assigned? 4

This is made mor¢ comphca!ed

* “a definition that works from the m.g-,,‘ :

‘ative,.that is,"a standard h]"k‘e is"one .

“that isn’t spemalucd justas we used.

to have gumars, then we.got efecmc

. guilars and then We haduto, coin an-
-1adjectwe—-ac.ousuc—-for &Jltars thdl
- _weren’t clectrie. Furlhcr.,om muld -

23 Ay
b

e

. which is.why the collec-

_ the basie cruiser, the Honda CB-
‘ hasxc sports machine and so on.

* no bodywork, or racing-equipment.
~.or high fendérs ‘or anything..that

~siast sh‘alghﬂb a Harlcy«[)avldson or
~a BMW.

basic louring. ‘bike, the Hd[lgy ‘F‘XRS

&

“Se we began with arbmtmry‘"lm

would enhanee the model in one d
. rection at-the expense of another. di
‘rection. We-assembled. a ¢ross §é¢-
tion, large and sméﬂr‘ budge‘tto blow-
the lottery-win.” ““These  aren’t
. beginner bikes, although“they cou d
serve “as“such, given the cireul
stances that could fead a new emhu-.h

of some sort:
~Within_ this middle ground. the
standuds (hwded ‘themselves . into -
“AWQ Sroups.. “The Harleys.: the BMW
th't‘(:uzzn atid the bigSuzuki are what
I’d"call. Good O Bikes; roomy and -
‘hcny and accomm,oda'tm% “The hﬂlcm
" Suzuki; the Yamahagthe" K“awasakr
and. both-Hondas “dfe" semi=sports, -
swith - smaller _chassis™ and engines,
 tighter suspemmn _and-controls: e

* The re’s a line between the two SIOUPS, & e

the Hawk-is closest-on the,ong.sic e.*

thc Sportster on‘the other ;
“This'middie grotind is"a*new mld-

dle-ground. in thm when FOU: went

¢




from a Triumph Cub to a Tiger. from
a Harley Hummer 0 a Sportster or
from a Honda CB350 to CB730. you
spent more money and got more mo-
toreycle. more meaning power and
speed-and room. while the style re-
mained about the same. Now. the
standards give a choice of style, space
versus sport. you could say. and it's
difficultto prove the Radian is better
“or worse than the Guzzi. As any law-
3 verwill-tell you. it all depends.
¥*Next, do they do what they're sup-
posed to-do?

The opmion comes from mein the
“first person because when this project
“Wwas“taunched. I was-the chap who
‘ownied oneof the nominees:and the
‘others all asked why.

Easy. I like to ride motorcycles.

I like to'restore and maintain and -

modify. teowBut mostly. [ liketo ride.
And¥want to just walk into the ga-
wrage‘and throw a leg over something
wand, 2o like that.
.50 ¥ have my-dirtbike. It’s regis-
_tered and has mirrors and lights and
~stich-and even’'an insurafice policy,
~and Litake it across the desert and in
dudlspurp0se events. Bul itls terrible
Yon the interstate or-mainchighway.
‘There’s"my vintage bike. an iron
XR Harlgy " dirt-tracker; again with
plates and lights and insurance, and
it’s.adelight onrgraded dirtand'wind-
ingroads and mraces when | have the
“time “and _the .techmical committee
doesn-t-rule against-me. No-fenders,
nolugease no passengers;and I'dare
a=not takeatout of town without check-
ing'the weather channel:
Ofroccasion. Iget the Toan of some
new . Sportbike: Nothing comipares
with being shot out of.a cannon on
Sunday moriing. butafteran houror
so.my wrists-and -back and'neck-and
kidnevs dchewmy«fingers are-numb

and Em sull miles front home:

When Fworked full-time for a cer-
tain world-class motorcycle maga-
zine. ] hadaccessto full-dress touring
bikes, and they are just right for going
from here to.Phoenix with your fa-
vorite tapes and traveling compan-
ion.:But wrestling a Gold Wing or
ELT around“the garage and around
the parking lot seon convinces one to
goshopping with-the other truck. the
one with doors and a reof.

Thus. when | went-off the payroll
and had to pay-for.my fun, I supple-
mented my collection of specialized
bikes witha Standard. my 883.

I'couldn’tget along without it. Zips
around town. eats up the dirt roads
on the way to my farm. My Signifi-
cant Otherwasn’t told that Spertsters
aren’t ‘touring bikes. and-happily
spends Sundays 1n-the saddle.

There isn't-a motorcycle in' this
standard groupthat couldn’t casily
handle the same dutv.

Sure: the bigiones take more care in
the fast going; and the smaller ones
are crowded two-up. and so what?
The fast.ridersin the group were fast

no matter what they were on. ditto
the slower chaps. and by the same to-
ken, just as stuff expands to fill avail-
able space. so can you get along with
just the gear you have room for. Even
the semi-sports models are good
weekenders.

Two final. relatcd points.

One, my Sportsteris mine all mine.
with pipes and big tank from an early
Superglide (popped right on, by the
way). an earlier rear wheel. and cus-
tom seat and paint. One of a.stan-
dard’s advantages 1S that because it
doesn’t .come with everything, you
can equipit as you please.

Two, as the photo clearly. shows.
my 883 is the'best. trickest. “finest of
its kind ever. You doubt that? Good.

One of the high points-of our post-
ride dinner sessions was that no two
riders had the same opinion. Every
machine here was hnoted at-and cv-
ery machine was stottly defended to
just this side of step-vuisidé-and=say-
that.

Just because we're in the 'middle
doesn’t mean we can't become.emo-
tionally involved.

These aren’t sportbikes or touring
bikes or cruisers or dressers.

These are motorcycles.



STANDARD TIME

BMW K75

HE GENTLEMAN APPEARED TO

be about 50, and clearly he

was infatuated with the

K75. “Gee, what a beautiful
machine,” he said to the dismounting
rider. ““I wanted one back in the *60s,
but never got around to it. BMWs,
they were always the best.”

Besides the fact that it is unfaired,
has two wheels and carries blue-and-
white, spinning-propeller emblems,
the K75 has little in common the old
Boxer Twins that the viewer so
fondly remembered, yet this new-for-
1990 Beemer carries itself with the
air of dignity that all BMWs seem to
possess.

The K75 marks a return to the
standard-style bikes that once laced
the German company’s lineup. It is
the only 1990 BMW without a fair-
ing, and it’s also the least-expensive
K-bike, although only two bikes in
this comparison had bigger price tags.

But for his money, the K75 buyer
gets some nice pieces. The lay-down,
liquid-cooled. 740cc engine was in-
troduced in 1985, when BMW sliced
a cylinder off the K100 Four. The
result was—and still is—a pleasant
powerplant less afflicted by vibration
than its 1000cc brother. With just
two valves per cylinder and an 8500-
rpm redline limiting horsepower to a
claimed 70, the fuel-injected engine
nonetheless has a rangy, easy-to-use
powerband.

In the suspension department, the
K75 is served at the front by a fork
made stout by 41mm tubes, beefy tri-
ple clamps and a brace just above the
plastic fender. The fork internals are
identical to the sporting K75S mod-

The K75’s instruments and warning
lights are neat and easily readable.
Those rockers below the ignition
switch are dummies that can be
replaced with real switches when
accessories are added.
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el’s, providing a claimed 5.3 inches
of travel that is fairly firm in action—
not enough to be called harsh, but
sufficient to  abridge the squishy,
quick-to-dive tendencies that BMW
forks have become known for. In the
rear is a single shock working through
a single-sided swingarm that carries
the bike’s driveshaft. Travel is a
claimed 4.3 inches.

No one here cared for the roller-
coaster saddle or the rubber apron be-
tween the seat and the fuel tank.
There is an optional, less-stepped
seat available with an inch-and-a-
half more padding that we’d recom-
mend for all but the shortest riders.

What we liked about the K75 was
its handling and its size. With its fork
soaking up whatever a backroad
dished out and its Metzeler tires pro-
viding good grip, the BMW displayed
dead-neutral cornering characteris-
tics, just begging to be leaned over.
And at 488 pounds dry, the K75 isn’t
overweight, but it does feel spacious
and substantial. This is one standard-
style bike that an owner won’t out-

grow; a motorcycle that could easily
spend 10 years in the same house-
hold. That feeling is enhanced by the
longest warranty period of these 10
standards (36 months) and the
knowledge that upgrades for the
bike, in the form of hard saddlebags,
a tankbag or a windshield, are as
close as the local BMW shop.

Did we like the K75? A lot. In fact,
we’d call it the standard of

excellence.

R R
SPECIFICATIONS

BMW K75

List price $5990
Weight:

Tank empty 488 Ib.
Fuel capacity: 5.6 gal.
2 mi. 12.97 sec.

@ 102.62 mph
Top gear time to speed, sec.

40-60 mph 5.3
Measured top speed 115 mph
Average fuel mileage 41 mpg




Harley-Davidson
Sportster 883

HERE WAS A TIME, THANKS TO
Hollywood, when anyone
riding a Harley was consid-
ered an outlaw. Thankfully,
times have changed. Harley-David-
son riders are no longer bad guys.
During our time with this test 883
Sportster, people at traffic signals—
and even an elderly woman in a shop-
ping-center parking lot—commented
on ‘‘that nice Harley” and asked
about its price and how it compared
to Japanese motorcycles.
Motorcycle enthusiasts showed a
similar interest, and many were quick
to say that they were going to buy a
Harley, someday, when they got
enough money. Often, these riders
were astride Japanese motorcycles
that cost more than the Sportster 883.
Despite magazine tests and a fairly
extensive advertising program, most
people think that a Harley, any Har-
ley, costs at least $10,000. But Har-
ley’s baseline Sportster retails for

e ——

The essence of the 883 Sporty is its
engine, which, unlike the Big Twins,
is unitized with its transmission. It’s
not a powerhouse, though, as
evidenced by the slowest quarter-
mile time of these 10 standards.

SPECIFICATIONS

Harley-Davidson Sportster 883

List price $4250
Weight:

Tank empty 476 Ib.
Fuel capacity: 2.3 gal.
Ya mi. 14.15 sec.

@ 95.54 mph
Top gear time to speed, sec.

40-60 mph 47
Measured top speed 111 mph
Average fuel mileage 43 mpg

DETAIL PHOTOS BY KIRK WILLIS

$4250, putting it in the middle
ground, price-wise, of our 10
standards.

Besides price, the Sportster has its
looks going forit. As it has done since
its inception in 1957, the Sporty dis-
plays the classic Harley image of a
simple motorcycle with a large, well-
detailed V-Twin engine dominating
the proceedings. To many people,
the Sportster is just what a motorcy-
cle should look like.

But there are detractions. On the
road, even at normal highway speeds,
the Harley’s booming, shaking, sol-
idly mounted engine sends its power
impulses into the rider’s body and
soul. Its rear view mirrors keep time
with the engine’s power cycles, turn-
ing reflected images into a blur. The
bike’s fork does a fair job of smooth-
ing out rough roads, but the rear sus-
pension isn’t much better than a
hardtail—bumps are transmitted di-
rectly to the rider’s spine. Further-
more, the seat’s padding (our test
bike was fitted with an optional dual
seat) is thin and quickly packs into a

useless butt punisher. Fuel range,
topped-up to bone-dry, is less than
100 miles, and the bike’s forward-
mounted footpegs didn’t make too
many friends among our test riders.

A touring mount the 883 isn’t. But
it is a great in-town bike for checking
out the local hot spots, or for errand-
running and short commutes to
work. The 883 is easily recognized as
a Harley, and it feels like a Harley.
That, plus its relatively affordable
price, makes it all the motorcycle
some people will ever want.

Harley-Davidson
FXRS-SP

HE BOTTOM LINE ABOUT STAN-

dard motorcycles is that

they’re supposed to be sim-

ple beasts, unencumbered

by pretentious riding positions, un-

adorned by fairings, and fun to ride.
The FXRS-SP is all of that.

Not convinced about the

“standardness” of any Harley, least
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