




machinc."  he said to the d isnrount ing
rider. "l wanted clne back in the '60s.

but  never  got  around to i t .  BMWs.
they were a lways the best . "

Besides the fact  that  i t  is  unfa i red.
has twc'r wheels and carries blue-and-
whi te.  sp inning-propel ler  emblems.
the K75 has l i t t le  in  common the o ld
B o x e r  T w i n s  t h a t  t h e  v i c w e r  s o
fondly remembered. yet this new-for-
1990 Beemer carr ies i tse l l '  wi th the
ai r  of  d igni tv  that  a l l  BMWs scem to
DOSSeSS.'  

The K75 marks a return to the
standard-stv le b ikes that  once laced
the German company's  l ineup.  I t  is
t he  on l v  1990  BMW w i thou t  a  f a i r -
i ng .  an i  i t ' s  a l s t t  t he  l eas t -e rpens i ve
K-bike.  a l thoush onlv twt t  b ikcs in
this c()mparis.tn- ha.l higger pricc tags.

But  for  h is  money.  thc K75 buyer
gcts some nicc p ieces.  The lay-down.
l iqu id-coolcd.  740cc ensinc was in-
t r oduccd  i n  1985 .  when  BMW s l i ced
a cv l inder  of f  the Kl00 Four.  The
reru l t  *at -and st i l l  is -a r r leasant
powcrplant  lcss a l l l ic ted by v ' ihrat i t 'n
than i ts  l000cc brother .  Wi t l t  just
two valves ner  cv l inder  tnr j  nn $-500-
rpm rcdl in i  l imi t ing horscpr lwer to a
c la imed 70.  the I 'ue l - in jected engine
nonethelcss has a rangy.  easv- to-use
oowcrband.-  

In  the suspcnsion department .  the
K75 is  served at  the f ront  by a lbrk
madc stout  by 4 lmm tubes.  beely t r i -
p le c lamps and a brace just  above thc
olast ic  I 'ender.  The fbrk in ternals are
ident ica l  to  the spor t ing K7-5S mod-

HE GENTLEMAN APPEARED TO

be about 50. and clearlv he
w a s  i n f a t u a t e d  w i t h  

-  
t h e

K75.  "Gee.  what  a beaut i fu l

The K75's instruments and waming
Iights are neat and easily readable.
Those rockers below the ignition
switch are dummies that can be
replaced with real switches when
accessories are added.
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el 's .  prov id ing a c la imed 5.3 inches
of  t ravel  that  is  la i r ly  f i rm in act ion-
not  enough to be ia l led harsh.  but
suflrcient to abridge the squishy.
ouick- to-d ive tendencies that  BMW
fbrks have bccome knttwn for. ln the
rear  is  a s ingle shock wt t rk ing through
a s ingle-s i t led swinqarm that  carr ics
the Sike 's  dr ivcshi l t .  Travcl  is  a
c la imed 4.3 inches.

No one here cared f  or  the ro l ler -
coaster saddle ttr the rubber apron be-
tween the seat  and the fuel  tank.
There is  an opt ional .  less-stepped
seat  avai lable wi th an inch-and-a-
hal f  more padding that  we'd rccom-
mend lbr  a l l  but  the shor test  r iders.

What  we l iked about  the K75 was
i ts  handl ins and i ts  s ize.  Wi th i ts  fork
soak ing  u -p  wha teve r  a  back road
dished t lu t  and i ts  Metz-e ler  t i res pro-
v id ing good gr ip.  the BMW displayed
de.r.l- 'niutrai L:()rncring charactiris-
t ics.  just  begging to be leaned over .
And at  488 nounds drv.  the K75 isn ' t
overweight. 'but it dttis feel spaciou.s
and substant ia l .  This  is  one standard-
stv le b ike that  an owner won' t  out-

grow; a motorcyc le that  could easi ly
ipend l0 year(  in  thc samc housi -
hold.  That- feel ing is  enhanced by the
longest  warranty per iod o l  these l0
s t a i d a r t l s  (  3 6 '  m o n t h s )  a n d  t h e
knowledge that upgrades for the
bike. in the form of hard saddlebags.
a tankbae or  a windshie ld.  are as
close as t [e  local  BMW shop.

Did we l ike the K75? A lot .  ln  fact ,
w e ' d  c a l l  i t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f
excel lence.

SPECIFICATIONS
BMW K75

List price

Weight:
Tank empty 488 tb

Fuel capacity: 5.6 gal.

l/a rni.
' l2.97 sec.

@ 102.62  mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
40-60 mph

Measured top speed 1 1 5  m p h

Average fuel mileage 41 mpg

5.3



f  Hene wAS A TIME, THANKS To

I Hollywood, when anyone
I riding a Harley was consid-
I ered an outlaw. Thankfully.

times have changed. Harley-David-
son riders are no longer bad guys.
Durine our time with this test 883
Sportsfer, people at tramc signals-
and even an elderly woman in a shop-
ping-center parking lot-commented
on "that nice Harley" and asked
about its price and how it compared
to Japanese motorcycles.

Motorcycle enthusiasts showed a
similar interest, and many were quick
to say that they were going to buy a
Har ley,  someday,  when they got
enough money. Often, these riders
were astride Japanese motorcycles
that cost more than the Sportster 883.

Despite magazine tests and a fairly
extensive advertising program, most
people think that a Harley, any Har-
ley, costs at least $10,000. But Har-
ley's baseline Sportster retails for

The essence ot the 883 SPorty is its
engine, which, unlike the Big Twins,
is unitized with its transmission. lt's
not a powerhouse, though, as
evidenced by the slowest quafter-
mile time of these 10 standads.

SPECIFIGATIONS
Harley-Davidson Sportster 883

List price $42s0
Weight:

Tank empty 476 rb.
Fuel capacity: 2.3 gal.

Vc mi. 14.15 sec.
@ 95.54 mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
40-60 mph

Measuredtopspeed 111 mph

Average fuel mileage 43 mpg

DETAIL PTIOTOS BY KIRK WILUS

$ 4 2 5 0 ,  p u t t i n g  i t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e
g round ,  p r i ce -w ise ,  o f  ou r  l 0
standards.

Besides price. the Sportster has its
looks going for it. As it has done since
its inception in 1957, the Sporty dis-
plays the classic Harley image of a
simple motorcycle with a large, well-
detailed V-Twin engine dominating
the proceedings. To many people,
the Sportster is just what a motorcy-
cle should look l ike.

But there are detractions. On the
road, even at normal highway speeds,
the Harley's booming, shaking, sol-
idly mounted engine sends its power
impulses into the rider's body and
soul. Its rear view mirrors keep time
with the engine's power cycles. turn-
ing reflected images into a blur. The
bike's fork does a fair job of smooth-
ing out rough roads, but the rear sus-
pension isn't much better than a
hardtail-bumps are transmitted di-
rectly to the rider's spine. Further-
more, the seat's padding (our test
bike was fitted with an optional dual
seat) is thin and quickly packs into a

useless butt punisher. Fuel range,
topped-up to bone-dry, is less than
100 miles. and the bike's forward-
mounted footpegs didn't make too
many friends among our test riders.

A tour ine mount  the 883 isn ' t .  But
it is a sreat' in-town bike for checkins
out thi local hot spots, or for errandl
r u n n i n g  a n d  s h o r t  c o m m u t e s  t o
work. T-he 883 is easily recognized as
a Harley, and it feels l ike a Harley.
That, plus its relatively affordable
price, makes it all the motorcycle
some people wil l ever want.

HE BOTTOM LINE ABOUT STAN-

dard  mo to rcyc les  i s  t ha t
they're supposed to be sim-
ple beasts, unencumbered

by pretentious riding positions, un-
adorned by fairings, and fun to ride.
The FXRS-SP is all of that.

No t  conv inced  abou t  t he
"standardness" of any Harley, least
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