




machinc."  he said to the d isnrount ing
rider. "l wanted clne back in the '60s.

but  never  got  around to i t .  BMWs.
they were a lways the best . "

Besides the fact  that  i t  is  unfa i red.
has twc'r wheels and carries blue-and-
whi te.  sp inning-propel ler  emblems.
the K75 has l i t t le  in  common the o ld
B o x e r  T w i n s  t h a t  t h e  v i c w e r  s o
fondly remembered. yet this new-for-
1990 Beemer carr ies i tse l l '  wi th the
ai r  of  d igni tv  that  a l l  BMWs scem to
DOSSeSS.'  

The K75 marks a return to the
standard-stv le b ikes that  once laced
the German company's  l ineup.  I t  is
t he  on l v  1990  BMW w i thou t  a  f a i r -
i ng .  an i  i t ' s  a l s t t  t he  l eas t -e rpens i ve
K-bike.  a l thoush onlv twt t  b ikcs in
this c()mparis.tn- ha.l higger pricc tags.

But  for  h is  money.  thc K75 buyer
gcts some nicc p ieces.  The lay-down.
l iqu id-coolcd.  740cc ensinc was in-
t r oduccd  i n  1985 .  when  BMW s l i ced
a cv l inder  of f  the Kl00 Four.  The
reru l t  *at -and st i l l  is -a r r leasant
powcrplant  lcss a l l l ic ted by v ' ihrat i t 'n
than i ts  l000cc brother .  Wi t l t  just
two valves ner  cv l inder  tnr j  nn $-500-
rpm rcdl in i  l imi t ing horscpr lwer to a
c la imed 70.  the I 'ue l - in jected engine
nonethelcss has a rangy.  easv- to-use
oowcrband.-  

In  the suspcnsion department .  the
K75 is  served at  the f ront  by a lbrk
madc stout  by 4 lmm tubes.  beely t r i -
p le c lamps and a brace just  above thc
olast ic  I 'ender.  The fbrk in ternals are
ident ica l  to  the spor t ing K7-5S mod-

HE GENTLEMAN APPEARED TO

be about 50. and clearlv he
w a s  i n f a t u a t e d  w i t h  

-  
t h e

K75.  "Gee.  what  a beaut i fu l

The K75's instruments and waming
Iights are neat and easily readable.
Those rockers below the ignition
switch are dummies that can be
replaced with real switches when
accessories are added.
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el 's .  prov id ing a c la imed 5.3 inches
of  t ravel  that  is  la i r ly  f i rm in act ion-
not  enough to be ia l led harsh.  but
suflrcient to abridge the squishy.
ouick- to-d ive tendencies that  BMW
fbrks have bccome knttwn for. ln the
rear  is  a s ingle shock wt t rk ing through
a s ingle-s i t led swinqarm that  carr ics
the Sike 's  dr ivcshi l t .  Travcl  is  a
c la imed 4.3 inches.

No one here cared f  or  the ro l ler -
coaster saddle ttr the rubber apron be-
tween the seat  and the fuel  tank.
There is  an opt ional .  less-stepped
seat  avai lable wi th an inch-and-a-
hal f  more padding that  we'd rccom-
mend lbr  a l l  but  the shor test  r iders.

What  we l iked about  the K75 was
i ts  handl ins and i ts  s ize.  Wi th i ts  fork
soak ing  u -p  wha teve r  a  back road
dished t lu t  and i ts  Metz-e ler  t i res pro-
v id ing good gr ip.  the BMW displayed
de.r.l- 'niutrai L:()rncring charactiris-
t ics.  just  begging to be leaned over .
And at  488 nounds drv.  the K75 isn ' t
overweight. 'but it dttis feel spaciou.s
and substant ia l .  This  is  one standard-
stv le b ike that  an owner won' t  out-

grow; a motorcyc le that  could easi ly
ipend l0 year(  in  thc samc housi -
hold.  That- feel ing is  enhanced by the
longest  warranty per iod o l  these l0
s t a i d a r t l s  (  3 6 '  m o n t h s )  a n d  t h e
knowledge that upgrades for the
bike. in the form of hard saddlebags.
a tankbae or  a windshie ld.  are as
close as t [e  local  BMW shop.

Did we l ike the K75? A lot .  ln  fact ,
w e ' d  c a l l  i t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f
excel lence.

SPECIFICATIONS
BMW K75

List price

Weight:
Tank empty 488 tb

Fuel capacity: 5.6 gal.

l/a rni.
' l2.97 sec.

@ 102.62  mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
40-60 mph

Measured top speed 1 1 5  m p h

Average fuel mileage 41 mpg
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f  Hene wAS A TIME, THANKS To

I Hollywood, when anyone
I riding a Harley was consid-
I ered an outlaw. Thankfully.

times have changed. Harley-David-
son riders are no longer bad guys.
Durine our time with this test 883
Sportsfer, people at tramc signals-
and even an elderly woman in a shop-
ping-center parking lot-commented
on "that nice Harley" and asked
about its price and how it compared
to Japanese motorcycles.

Motorcycle enthusiasts showed a
similar interest, and many were quick
to say that they were going to buy a
Har ley,  someday,  when they got
enough money. Often, these riders
were astride Japanese motorcycles
that cost more than the Sportster 883.

Despite magazine tests and a fairly
extensive advertising program, most
people think that a Harley, any Har-
ley, costs at least $10,000. But Har-
ley's baseline Sportster retails for

The essence ot the 883 SPorty is its
engine, which, unlike the Big Twins,
is unitized with its transmission. lt's
not a powerhouse, though, as
evidenced by the slowest quafter-
mile time of these 10 standads.

SPECIFIGATIONS
Harley-Davidson Sportster 883

List price $42s0
Weight:

Tank empty 476 rb.
Fuel capacity: 2.3 gal.

Vc mi. 14.15 sec.
@ 95.54 mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
40-60 mph

Measuredtopspeed 111 mph

Average fuel mileage 43 mpg

DETAIL PTIOTOS BY KIRK WILUS

$ 4 2 5 0 ,  p u t t i n g  i t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e
g round ,  p r i ce -w ise ,  o f  ou r  l 0
standards.

Besides price. the Sportster has its
looks going for it. As it has done since
its inception in 1957, the Sporty dis-
plays the classic Harley image of a
simple motorcycle with a large, well-
detailed V-Twin engine dominating
the proceedings. To many people,
the Sportster is just what a motorcy-
cle should look l ike.

But there are detractions. On the
road, even at normal highway speeds,
the Harley's booming, shaking, sol-
idly mounted engine sends its power
impulses into the rider's body and
soul. Its rear view mirrors keep time
with the engine's power cycles. turn-
ing reflected images into a blur. The
bike's fork does a fair job of smooth-
ing out rough roads, but the rear sus-
pension isn't much better than a
hardtail-bumps are transmitted di-
rectly to the rider's spine. Further-
more, the seat's padding (our test
bike was fitted with an optional dual
seat) is thin and quickly packs into a

useless butt punisher. Fuel range,
topped-up to bone-dry, is less than
100 miles. and the bike's forward-
mounted footpegs didn't make too
many friends among our test riders.

A tour ine mount  the 883 isn ' t .  But
it is a sreat' in-town bike for checkins
out thi local hot spots, or for errandl
r u n n i n g  a n d  s h o r t  c o m m u t e s  t o
work. T-he 883 is easily recognized as
a Harley, and it feels l ike a Harley.
That, plus its relatively affordable
price, makes it all the motorcycle
some people wil l ever want.

HE BOTTOM LINE ABOUT STAN-

dard  mo to rcyc les  i s  t ha t
they're supposed to be sim-
ple beasts, unencumbered

by pretentious riding positions, un-
adorned by fairings, and fun to ride.
The FXRS-SP is all of that.

No t  conv inced  abou t  t he
"standardness" of any Harley, least

4.7
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of all this one? Well. okaY, neither
wcrc we.  at  least  not  complete ly .  But
anply a var iat ion o l ' the Duck Proof :
l i  i t " looks l ike a standard.  and r ides
like a standard. it must be a standard,
risht?-First 

of all. what could be more
simple than the SP's l340cc.  s ingle-
carburetor. two-valve' push-rod V-
Twin driving through a separate five-
s p e e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  P u t s  l t s
oowcr to the rear  wheel  through a
ioothed bel t? What  could be more
basic.  or  more t radi t ional .  than hang-
ing a l l  o f  th is  on a s imple backbone
frime. suspended at one end bY air-
adiustable iork tubes and at  the other
bv dual  shocks?'Rid ine 

posi t i t ln? Wel l .  we' re in  a
l i t t le  t r i lub le wi th that .  The SP's
lowish. f latt ish bars are standard in
feel. but thev pull the rider lbrward
whi le the shi rPe of  the seat  and the
posi t ion of  the footpegs want  to ro l l
i r im back.  Exaeerhat ing th is  posi t ion-
ins conf l ic t .  espccia l ly  for  r iders who
ur!  lung o l ' leg and la ige of  loot .  is  the
right l i lotpeg. Beeau.se of.thc peg's
c l i t te  nr . t i imi ty  to the exhaust  sys-

Who- Se z -H a rleys-Ai n't' H ig h -Tech

Dept.: The FXRS-SP eschews a
nasty, greasy old chain in favor of a
clean, quiet, toothed'belt tinal drive.

tem. and the in t rus ion of  the a i r
cleaner. some of our test riders had
trouble finding a comfortable cruis-
ing posi t ion.

i v t t i t e  t ha t  i nc t t nven ience  w i l l
only be bothersclme to a few riders,
the manner in  which the b ig Har leY
moves down the road can bc appreci-
ated bv a l l .  A r ider  thumbs the V-
Twin's'starter button. uses the long,
heavv searshift lever to slide what
feels"l i[ 'e a I 5-pound gearwheel into
place.  ro l ls  in  I  l i t t le  throt t le-  and re-
ieases thc c lutch.  Al l .  then.  becomes
iov. as the SP reveals itself as smooth.
efiortless and comPosed.

Okav. stl call us too used to the
weather  protect ion of  la i r ings.  But
the SP. l i l ie  the rcst  of  the b ikes in  th is
c lass.  isn ' t  ter r ib ly  p leasant  at  h igher
specds  bccause  o l ' t hc  un imPeded
buf fet ine the r ider  takcs f rom the
win<J. B-ut set the SP on a road en-
dowed with-twists and turns. and the

rider soon lorgets about everything
cxcept  the grcat  t ime he's  having.
Two th inP,s e levate the FXRS-SP
abovc the 6asic  land $ I  5  r r iar t 'expen-
s ive)  FXRS Low Rider  to a level  ca-
oab l c  o f  de l i ve r i ng  t ha t  l ' un :  2  i ne  hes'-ur" 

,u.oantion iravel l i lre and aft.
x16ng wi th spr ing and shtrck rates de-
s isnct  to  make' thc best  usc of  that
ex"tra travel. and twin disc brakes up
front. Those two items transform the
standard.  re lat ive ly  uninspi r ing s in-
sle-front-disc FXRS into a different"machine 

altogether, a Harley that's a
blast to ride in corners. Sure, if you
c o r n c r  h a r d  e n o u g h .  y o u ' l l  s t a r t
scraping things. m.tr-st especially the
kick i tand.  cvEn wi th the shock pre-
load cranked up.  But  i t 's  the qual i ty
of the experience. rather than speed
bv i tsc l t ' .  ihat  maket  a grcat  r ide '  And
bise. l  on that .  thc FXRS-SP not  only
is a great standard. it 's a great motor-
cycle. Period.

z

z
z.

@

SPECTFICATIONS
Harley-Davidson FXRS-SP

571 lb.

1/a mi. 13.17  sec .
@ 100.11  mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
cO-eO mpn 3.9

Measured toP sPeed 114 mph

Averaqe fuel mileage 41 mPg
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$9775

Fuel capacity: 4.1 gal.
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bolide as its obiect. The consensus?
Mostly that the-CB-l is just about a
perfect model of a real motorcycle.

The  mu l t i - day .  a l l - s i ng ing .  a l l -
dancing standardloff. in wh-ich-atl l0
of the b-ikes seen here were flogged so
hard their l i tt le tonsues hune out.
over all kinds of roads, in drizzlinp
rain and in pouring sunshine, rel
sulted in a somewhat modified opin-
ion:  The CB- l  rs  a real  motorcvc le.
it 'sjust in three-quarters scale.

That is by no means an indictment
of this bike. Small isn't necessarily a
negat ive at t r ibute.  As i t  happens.-  in
spite of its 53.g-inch wheelbase and
30.5- inch seat  heieht .  the CB- I 's
smile-per-mile quot' ient is right up
there wi th the bei t  o f  them. th inks tb
its taut suspension, a riding position
comfortable for all but the tailest rid-
ers, and an incredible l itt le ensine
that just  begs the r ider  to turn on- the
throt t le .

In fact, in order to extract anv sort
of performance from the CBjl , its
throttle must be twisted with some
vigor. The liquid-cooled, four-valve-
per-cy l inder ,  shor t -s t roke engine 's
rev l imi t  is  a spine- t ing l ing 13.500
rpm, and it doesn't really get into the
fat test  par t  of  i ts  power iurve unt i l
about  10.000 rpm. I f  vou have anv
mechanical  .emfathy . i t .  a l l .  turn in!
any engine into five-digit rpm num-
beis talies some gettinq"used to, both
in terms of seein-e thoie bie numbers
on a tachometer dial. and i-n terms of
hearing the exhaust note such speeds

HeNTHeCB-l  usEDrNTHrs
evaluation showed up in
the cinder-block shrine
that is the C.vcle World ga-

rage, much coffee-besotted ben-ch
racing ensued, with this l i tt le blue

The CB-l's engine thrives on very
high revs, and makes its best
toruvard progress if kept between
10,000 and 13,500 rpm.

yield. After a bit of t ime, however,
the CB- I 's test riders found them-
selves assured that  the engine not
only could tolerate such spJeds. but
that  i t  thr ives on them, and they fe l t
fess concerned about zingingthd tach
needle around to redline. Once that
happened, and once they got used to
using the bike's clean-shift ing six-
speed transmission to keep th-e en-
gine where it made max horsepower,
t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  C B - l ' s
brakes and chassis are every bit a
match for  i ts  wi l l ine l i t t le  eneine.

The bike's frami is of ste"el tubes
bent  in  per imeter  s ty le.  i ts  s teer ing
head aligned to provide a sportbikel
l ike 25.  I  desrees of  rake and 3.9
inches of trI i l . Its non-adiustable
fork uses 4 lmm tubes,  and i t i  s inele-
shock rear suspension allows o-nly
sp r i ng -p re load  ad j  us tmen  r .  Bo th
ends provide a k ind of  Everyman's
spring/damping compliance designed
to work wi th the most-common r id-
ing denominator. Which means it 's a
bit soft on both ends. esDeciallv for
backroad honkine.

Nevertheless,  handl ing is  quick
and-direct. with no surprises. Braking
performance is. by viitue of a twinl
piston caliper that grips a 12.2-inch
vented rotor. excellent, and in keep-
ing with the general overall f ine bal-
ance this bike provides.

What we really wish is that the CB-
I was a 750, and that it was bigger
overall. Nevertheless, it 's an ent-er-
taining piece. a pint-sized standard
that delivers quart-sized fun.

SPECIFICATIONS
Honda CB-l

List price $4298
Weight:

Tank empty 394 rb
Fuel capacity: 3.3 gal.
1/a mi. 13.16  sec .

@ 102.15  mph
Top gear time to speed, sec.

40-60 mph

Measured top speed 1 1 9  m p h
Average luel mileage 42mpg
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HEN THE CRY FOR STAN-

d a r d  b i k e s  f i n a l l Y
reached  JaPan .  Honda

V V reacted bv Producing,a
new motorcycle that  cbmbined.modi-
f ied ex is t ing Parts  and newlY de-
s ig.ned-som-e would sav futur is t ic-
. . i rnoun.nt t .  Then thcv-named i t  the
Hawi. the third Horida n.rodel to
carrv that name.

I n t r o d u c e d  i n  1 9 8 8 .  a n d  u n -

change. l  : ince .  the  t rew Hawk is  a

s t a n i a r d  m o t o r c r c l c  t h a t  d o c s n ' t

I o o k  l i k e  a  s t a n d a r d  m o t o r c v c l e '
Much of this l t lok results frt lm usir.rg

r u n  a l u m i n u m  p e r i n r c t e r  l ' r a m c .  s i n -
g l c - : i d c d  l t l u m i n u n t  s w i l r g a r n r .  t n -

6oard rear disc brake and sPacev-

I o o k i n g  1 l l 1 r y  u h c e l s .  T o  p o w c r  t l t c

Hawk. -Hon< ia  chosc  a  l iqu id -coo led '

ohc .  th rce-va lvc -pcr -cv l inder .  647cc

V-Twin .  der ived- f rom the  500cc  V-

T w i n  t h a t  w a s  u s e d  i n  t h e ' 8 3  H o n d a

Asct t t .

Suspension loads trom the Hawk's
beefy single'sided swingarm-
known as a Pro'Arm, in Honda-
speak-are fed into the bike's
deCarbon-tYPe single shock.

Rid ins  the  Hawk fu r thcr  denton-

s t ra tcs  t -ha t  i t  i s .  indeed.  someth ing

nrore  than an  ord inarv  s tandard  mo-

torcvclc: The ft lotpegs arc nlountcd

h is l i  and  to  the  iear .  n rore  l i ke  a

sp i r r tb ike  than a  s tandard .  and i t s

hand l ine  is  sharp .  accura tc .  c lu ick

an, . l  rc rp i tns i rc .  l t t  su .spens i ( ) l l - i l  s in -
g l c  s h o c k  r e a r  a n d  c o n l ' e n t i o n a l
i i r rk -n rov ides  exce l len t  con t ro l  un-

t i l  nc 'a r - race t rack  speeds arc  rcached '

and i t  docs an abtjve-ave rage . iob ot '

i s t r l l t t i l rg  t l t c  r ider  I ' r ( )n l  h t tn lps '
Whi l i ' aece  n t l rh le  l i r r  sh t r r t  r idcs  o l -

an  h t lu r  o r  so .  the  Hawk 's  smal l  s iz -c '

snor tb ike  tuck  and th in lY  Paddcd '
, i cnn"d  se l t t  t lon ' t  n r lkc  l i r r  con t l i r r t -

lb l ' c '  r i t l cs  o l '  lo f l9e I  . l t t r l t t ion .  But

tha t ' s  okav .  the  b ikc 's  smal l i sh  2 '9 -

ga l lon  l 'u i l  tank  w i l l  necd to  [ ' re

ionnc t l  o l f  cve  rv  I  5 { }  n r i l cs  r tn \ ' \  l t y '
' l ) u r i n u  

t l r , r s u '  1 5 0  n r i l c s  h e t u e e  n

s tons .  t l i c  F lau 'k  r idc r  w i l l  l i nd  l i t t le

c ls i  to  con lp la in  about .  and i l  lo t  t t r

p ra isc .  Thc  e 'n -u i t l c  i s  rcsP( )ns ivc '  h ls

l  n . rwcrhand a  mi le  w ide  and is  v ib ra-

t i l ,n  f rec .  The t ransnt iss ion  sh i f t s

smooth ly  and Pos i t i ve lY .  and the

h ike 's  i i sc  b rakes  are  s t rong and

nrogrcss i  ve .'  
T"hc  Hawk 's  mi ld ly  tuned eng ine . t^s

surnr is ing lv  qu ick .  t t i , r .  w i th  a  0 - to -60

t in re  r r l ' ' 4 '  seconds.  l r  rquar tc r -mi le

t ime in  thc  h igh  l2s  and a  top  speed

o f  I  l 5  m i l e s  P e r  h o u r .
C 'on tmut ing  on  the  Hawk is  a  P lea-

surc .  i t s  c r i sp- r t rnn t t rg  cn_g lnc .  casy-

l . ( ) - ( )pcr i t t c  c ( ) l l t r ( )15 .  smul l  : t zc  an t l

ac i l i i v  makcs  i t  a  na tura l  t i r r  sp l i t t ing

la'nct irnd el lr t ing through tral l i .c

iamr .  Anc l .  'u rp r is ing ly .  thc  l lawk is
'extre 

mely stabie at highway.speeds'
Wi th  io  n lanY n ice  qua l i t ies .  we

have to  wondc i  whY thc  h ighwaYs

aren ' t  iamnred w i th  Hawks '  MaYbe

the b ike  
' s  

r l r i ce  o l -  $4198 d iscourages

o o t c n t i a l  b t r y c r s .  I f '  s o .  t h a t ' s  a

ihrn't".  bccau.sc the Hawk. a thor-

ough lv  mode rn  s tandard .  i s  wor th  ev-

. t i p . n n y  t t l ' i t s  l s k i n u  P r i c e '

Weight:
Tant empty 39+ to'

Fuel capacity: 2.9 gal'
12.88 sec.

@ 101.35  mPh

SPECIFICATIONS
Honda Hawk GT

List price $41 98

1/a mi.

Top gear time to speed' sec'
ioleo mpn a.6

MeasuredtopsPeed 115mph

Average luel mileage 41 mpg
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RETEND.  FOR A SECOND.  THAT

vou've iust  r idden a 1990
i ,Kawasaki  Zenhvr  550 into
the t ime tur inet  and gone

back to I 979. Youback to 1979.  You proudly wheel  the
machine onto the floor of a Kawasaki
dealership and procla im i t  " the stan-
dard b ike of  the future."  What  k ind
of reaction would you get?

Assuming that  Bi l lv  Bob behind
the counte"r knew #hat the term"s tanda rd "  mean t .  he  o robab l v
would just  s t ick h is  thumbs'under h is
suspenders and laugh.  "Heck.  that
a in ' t  no standard."  he 'd say.  "That

there is  a fu l l -on sDort in '  machine."
And he would be i isht .  tn  fact .  Ka-
wasaki would roll l tre t<2S50 ltne
bike on which the Zephyr  is  based)
into i ts  dealers '  showrooms for  1980.
and i t  would be the wi ldest  r ide of  the
year. a rclugh equivalent to today's
ZX-6.  Even though the I  990 Zephyr
and  the  1980  K2550  a ren ' t  a l l  t ha r
dilTerent, the way we think of motrtr-
cyc les ls .

Of  course.  techno-types wi l l  note
that  the Zephyr  is  actual ly  qui te d i f -
ftrent lrom the old KZ. Many of the
ncw bike 's  features are comoromises
between Eieht ies and Ninei ies tech-
no logy .  I  t *  has  a  tw in -backbone
frame-not  qui te a per imeter  f rame.
but  then not  much l ike the KZ's s in-
g le-backbone f rame. e i ther .  l t  has
piggyback reservoi r .  adjustable-re-
bound-damping shocks.  but  there arr
two of  them. The heart  and sole of
the machine are very much the same
as  the  K2550 ' s .

The Zephyr exists because Kawa-
saki  researchers d id a l i t t le  home-
work.  v is i t ing a l l  the motorcycle
hangouts in  the country and tak ing
notes on what  people were r id ing.
They saw a lot clf KZs and GPzs mim-

The Zephyr's 550cc engine, a not-
too-distant relative of the old K2550
motor, is air-cooled and has but two
valves per cylinder.

.."{ir" 
' 
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icking fi rst-generation Superbike rac-
ers. with cut-down Crtrbin seats. oil
coolers and 4- into- l  exhaust  p ipes.
So the company bui l t  . just  that :  a
s l i g h t l y  m o d i f i e d  e a r l y - E i g h t i e s
sportb ike.  And surpr is in-9 ly  enoueh.
the Zcphyr  l i ts  in to 1990 qui te wel l .
I t  handles a lmost  l ike a modu-rn
spo r tb i ke - few  mo to rcyc les  can
make a l0-year  leap into thc l -uture
and leel  so good.  The b ike turns wi th
precis ion and has acceptable ground
clearance.  And i ts  twin-shock sus-
Dension del ivers an excel lent  r ide.

But  when you twist  the throt t le  on
the Zephyr .  

- the 
real i ty  of  the ear ly

Eieht ies h i ts  a l l  too hard.  The 553cc.
air--cooled. eight-valve englne scems
almost  gut less bv todav 's  middle-
weight  s iandards.-As the ' revs c l imb.
power takes i ts  t ime to make i t  a l l  the
way to the rear  wheel .  At  h igh rpm.
the Kawasaki  f ina l ly  gets going.  but
by that  t ime.  the r ider  has a l l  but  lost
in terest .  The engine has the th in
powerband c l f  an a l l -out  racer .  but
wi thout  the peak power to just i ly  the
sacnnce.

ls  that  enough to condemn the new
Zcphvr ' l  That  i lcpends ( )n y()ur  pr i ( ) r -
i t ies.  The motorcvcle is  smooth and
con r  f o r t ab l  e  (  eve  n  t hough  the
Corbin-copy scat  isn ' t  as good as the
real  th ing.)  I t  has excel lent  brakes
and good suspension.  Therc was a
t ime when those credent ia ls  would be
enough to proc la im the Zephyr  as the
greatcst motorcvcle r,n the road.

But  that  t imi  was.  af ter  a l l .  I0
years aSo.

SPECtFtCATtOl{S
Kawasaki Zephyr

List price

Weight:
Tank emply 419 tb .

Fuel capacity: 4.0 qal
1/a mi. 12.66 sec.

@ 102.62 mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
40-60 mph

Measured top speed 120 mph

Average fuel mileage 44 mpg

4.4
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OOKING FOR A NEW MOTORCY-

cle just  l ike those o ld motor-
cyc les.  are you? Then d i rect
vour gaze towards the Moto

Guzz i  Mi l le .  a  q ian t .  red .  La t in  V-
Twin anachrurnism of a motorcycle.
l f  our  nra i l  is  anv indicat ion,  some of
you out  there-  in  Motorcyc le land
have been p in ing away fbr  the basic
standard motorcycle ctf yore. Well.
p i ne  no  n ro rc .  The  M i l l e  i s  i t .

There is  no way that  the designa-
t ion "standard"  is  synonymclus wi th
the words "b land."  or  "dul l . "  a t  least
not  wi th resDect  to the Mi l le .  I t 's  a
bike as full cif character and flavor as
a dish of ,gnochi. First of all. there's
that  engine.  a great .  whomping 948cc
lump. longi tudinal ly  s i tuated in  the
bike 's  semi-double- loop.  s ingle-back-
bone tube f rame. This is  a motor  that
speaks with a wonderful husxt pro-
/i l lr lo exhaust notc and which injects
a considerable dose o l  personal i tv
in to thc pr( )cc\ \  o l '  moving the b ik i .
I ts  handshake reveals very heavy
throt t ie- return spr ings in  the b ike 's

The Moto Guzzi retains that firm's
characteristic shaft dfive. Though
not up to flogs at sportbike speeds,
its Koni shocks are more than
adequate for back-country cruises.

SPECIFICATIONS
Moto Guzzi Mille GT

List price $6995

Weight:
Tank empty 5 1 9 l b

Fuel capacity 5.7 gal.
1/q mL 13.41 sec.

@ 99.66 mph

Top gear time to speed, sec.
40-60 mph

Measured top speed 1 1 0  m p h

Averaqe fuel mileaqe

twin.  30mm Del l '  Or to carburetc l rs .
thoush our  l ta l ian conncct ions te l l  us
the ci-rre fbr that is simple and cheap.
And,  as you rev the engine.  the torque
reaction lrom its becfy crankshaft
and I2-pound f lywheel  rocks the
h i ke  t r t  r he  r i gh t .  6u t  t h i s  i :  morc  an
oddi ty  to be not iced at  s topl ights
than a problem that  causes handl ing
gl i tches.  at  least  at  the speeds the
Mi l l e  l i kes  bes t .

And i t  does have speed prefer-
ences:  l t 's  most  happy at  the nat ional
soeed l imi t  or  below. I ts  smoct th
c iutch and l ight  sh i f t ing combine
wi th the engine 's  T8mm stroke and
m i l l s t o n e - l i k e  f l v w h e e l  t o  m a k e
smooth departure i  a snap.  Indeed.
those f  actors make the engine a lmtts t
impossib le to s ta l l  t tn  getaway.  Once
at  speed.  l te t  f i rmly in  the real i ty  of
l i le  wi th a standard b ike.  you l ind
that  the engine 's  seamless supply of
torque makes fburth and fifth gears
the only ()nes necessary. You find
that  the long.  wide.  deep saddle is

amazingly comfbr table.  and you f ind
that the high. wide bars are perfect
for  the sor t  of  backroad cru is ing that
a- l lows you to dr ink in  the smel ls  and
tnc scenerv.

Just  don' t  be fboled by the Mi l le 's
r ide.  which is  Euro- f i rm.  or  by i ts
powerful front/rear l inked brake sys-
lem. in to mistak ing i t  fbr  a b ike wi th
sport ing pretensio is .  Because of  the
hike 's  re l l t ive ly  s low.  lazy steer ing.  i t
is  not  soor tb ike- f l ickable.  and when
cornered hard at high speeds. the
b i ke ' s  -15mm l i r r k  t uhes  j us t  g i ve  up
and a l low the b ike to wobba-wobba-
wobble.

But  hev.  th is  is  a t radi t i t tna l is t 's
r ide.  not  a racer :  i t 's  a brand-new mo-
torcvc le.  wi th a l l  the considerable
v i r tues and charm of  a f resh p iece of
equipment .  that  looks.  and indeed,
ttels. just l ike a freshly restored old
motorcvcle.  l t 's  an instant  c lass ic ,
and wi ih  i ts  shaf t  dr ive and s imple,
push-rod engine.  i t 's  a b ike capable
of  prov id ing a lo t  t t f  sat is fact ion.

4 . 1
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EMEMBER WHEN Dev to  ve r
Col iath? Everyone thought
it was a big deal because lit-
t le  David won.  The t ruth

was that  he couldn ' t  lose.  Or at  least .
Gol ia th couldn ' t  win.  I t 's  l ike that
whenever an overwhelming under-
dog goes up us,a inst  the la ior i te :  I f
the underdog beats the odds.  he 's  a
hero.  i f  he krses.  i t  doesn' t  real ly
coun t .

That 's  the Suzuki  GS500E's ad-
vantage.  Nobody expects much f rom
the l i t t le  487cc Twin.  Al ter  a l l .  the
engine isn ' t  a l l  that  d i f ferent  f rom
that  of ' the GS450E that  Suzuki  in t ro-
duced.  to a deafening lack of fanfare.
I 0 years ago.

So anyone who l ides the CiS usu-
a l l v  comes  awav  w i th  a  b ig  e r i n .  I t ' s
so r t  o f  l i ke  b i t i ng  i n to  a  Wh i tman ' s
chocolate and d iscover ing vour  vcrv
lavt r r i tc  p ieee.  Thc nrr r r i t -dranrat i i
surpr ise is  the engine.  The l is t  o f -what
tlre powcrplant doasn't leatr.rre is
c lu i te  long:  I t  doesn' t  have I iqu id-
cool in_e.  i t  doesn' t  have any more

SPECtFtCATTOl{S
Suzuki GS500E

List price $3099
Weight:

Tank empty

Fuel capacity: 4 .1  ga l .
1/r mi. 13.44 sec.

@ 97.71 mph
Top gear time to speed, sec.

40-60 mph

Measured top speed 112 mph

Average fuel mileage 50 mpg

t h a n  t w o  v a l v e s  p e r  c v l i n d e r .  i t
docsn' t  hur  c  gcar- i r i r  en-  c i rm: .  l t r  -
draul ic  l i f ters.  or  anvth in_u e lse that  a
1 966 Honda C'8450 d idn ' t  have.
And ,vet  the power is  vcrv sat is ly ing.
Low-end torque h i ts  wi th a hcal thv
su rsc  u t  ah t ,u i  4 ( t 00  rpn r .  und  c r  cn  i l '
the b ikc is  thror . rgh ntak in_u powcr
wel l  bef i r re i ts  1 1.000-rnm redl ine.  a
: i r - spce t l  ! cu rho r  l c t s  i , t u  c ( )n t i l l uc

Just because
the Gs500 is
the least-
expensive
standard, don't
count it out.
Its frame is
semi-state-of-
the-art, and
rigid enough to
deliver
supeilative
handling.

wi thout  miss ing cven a hal f -beat .  Of
course.  i t 's  s t i l l  a  500 Twin:  i f '  you
w i l vc  v ( )u r  p ink  s l i p  an t l  u  ch r r l l cnge
in the face of 'a  hardcncd st rcet  raccr .
chances  a re  vou ' l l  be  wa l k ing  homc .
None thc lcss.  the GS i :  a  sa- t i : l 'v ins
lu l l -ur t rund r idc.

In road n lanne rs.  too.  the l i t t lc  GS
i s  p l e a s i n g .  t h o u e h  t h a t  r e a l l y
shouldn ' t  l ' te  a l l  t l tur  surpr is ing.  I ts
c l rass is  has a l l  the cre dcnt ia ls  o l '  anv
n rodc rn  m idd leue i -uh t .  I t  u : cs  a : t e j l
per imeter  f rame and s ingle-shock
r e a r  s u s p e n s i o n .  I t  w c i e h s  o n l y
s l ight lv  more than a Schwinn Vars i ty .
and i ts  v i ta l  s tat is t ics are r ight  whe re a
modern motorcvcle 's  should be.

The  CS hund le :  l i ke  a  chun tn .
d ropp ine  i n t ( )  t u rns  w i t h  t hc  cusc  o l ' a
fu l l -on repl i - racer .  bLr t  i t  isn ' t  a
racebike.  l t  f i ts  in to thc standard-b ike
categorv as wel l  as anv o l '  the b ikes
he re .  The  r i d i ne  pos i t i on .  wh i l c  no t
a s  s o r e a d - o u t  a s  S u z u k i ' s  o w n
VX800.  is  kroser  than many 7-50 or
I 000cc sportbikes on thc nlarkt-'t.

S t i l l .  t he  GS does  have  i t s  f  au l t s .
The seat  isn ' t  par t icu lar ly  substan-
t ia l .  And i l -  vour  r ide is  shor t .  then
chances are that  the cold-b looded en-
g ine  s t i l l  w ( )n ' t  bc  ca rhu re t i n ,u  qu i t e
r ight  by the t ime vou get  wherever

392 rb
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you're going. The engine takes a good
l0 minutes to warm uP'

l f  that  seems too hard to l ive wi th.
thcn mavbe the $3099 Pr ice tae wi l l
make i t  eo do*n easier .  The GS500 is
the leaJt-expensive b ike of  a l l  the
standards we have gathered here. Su-
zuki orieinallv marketed the bike last
vear as an entry-level motorcycle.'mnd 

to the company's corporate de-
l ieht .  i t  was qui ie  successfu l .  Market
re"scarch shows that a large perccnt-
ase clf GS owners are l irst-t ime buy-
eis. That trend is especially encour-
asing. because it means that for a
*"h,,i. g.n.rotion of new enthusiasts.
the firsi taste of motclrcycling wil l be
a good one.

uzuKI 's  VX800 ls  PRoBABLY
the most-sPecial ized motor-

cyc le  on  the  marke t  todaY.

And i t s  spec ia l tY .  t l f  course .

all the bikes gathered for our l0-way'
s tandard-b ikE roundup.  the Suzuki
VX is  the onlY new-for-1990 motor-
cycle that was designed from the
siound un spcci f ice l ly  to  la l l  in to thc
itandard-'bil ie category. The others

are either upgraded reincarnations
from an eariier t ime or bikes that
have been available all along, right
through the so-called era of special-
izat ion.

But  the Suzuki  VX800 is  the most-
ded i ca ted  unded i ca ted  b i ke  Ye t '
From the time when the first VX-re-
lated memo was Passed between de-
Dartment heads at Suzuki, the idea
was to make a modern standard. Oh,
sure. the eight-valve, V-Twin engine
was borrow'ed from Suzuki's VS750
Intruder cruiser, but the rest of the
bike is absolutely new' The route that
the VS ensine took to find its waY
into the iew bike is interesting,
though. First. Suzuki gave it a 3mm-
largei bore to bring the displacement
f r im 741 to 805cc.  and then came a
lareer radiator to handle the cooling
chdres of  the larger  engine.  At  some
point  in  the mdtorcycle 's  develop-
men t .  t he  comPanY changed  the

i s  no t  hav ing  a  sPec ia l tY
Douh lc ta ik .  vou  saY? Not  a t  a l l .  O l '

V-Twin purists
should be
tickled bythe
smoothness
and power of
the vx800's
engine, which
delivers its
urge thrcugh a
slick-shifting
live-speed
transmissicn
and a shaft
final drive.

SPECIFICATIONS
Suzuki VX800

List price $4599

Weight:
Tank empty 494 rb.

Fuel capacity 4.9 gal'

1/r mi' 12.95 sec.
@  1 0 1 . 4 6

Top gear time to sPeed, sec.
4.040-60 mph

Average fuel mileage 40 mpg
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crankpin offset from 45 to75 degrees
in hope of creating a smoother-run-
ning motor. But just as production
began, American Suzuki ensineers
deiided that the new offset rEsulted
in less mid-range power, as well as a
too-sanitized exhaust note, one that
d idn ' t  sound very V-Twin- l ike.
Presto, now the U.S. models come
with the 45-desree offset. while the
rest of the worl"d sets the 75-deeree
staggered crankpin-s.

That crankpin offset might be the
culprit behind the fact that the U.S.
model's engine does produce some
vibration. But the buzzing onlv gets
intolerable above 6000 

"rpm. 
ind

that's well above the cruising zone

pulls well low revs. and at 60
for the torquey motor. The big Vee
pulls well from low revs. and at 60
mjles per hour, it's barely turning
4000 rpm.
. The VX's handling feels strange ini-

tially, especially to riders accustomed
to quick-steerins sportbikes. Theto quick-steering sportbikes. The
machine is larse. with a lons wheel-machine is laree.-with a lons wheel-

EVER HAS ANY MOTORCYCLE
changed so much by chang-
ing so l itt le. Yamaha's Ra-

| \ dian is the incredible chang-
ing standard. Back in 1984, t l ie
Yamaha FJ600 was the kine of the
middteweight sportbikes. It 

-had 
the

motor and the handlins to dominate
official box-stock racifis as well as
any other kind of less-o-fficial racing
that it might get into. Then the FJ
disappeared, leaving the Radian as its
closest l iving relative. In 1986, the
Radian was a budget bike, and it used
the same engine and a round-tube
frame similar to the old FJ's. But its
motor was considered outdated by
then, and the Radian seemed des-
tined to be a commuter for the rest of
its days.

Now come the Nineties, and the
Radian is suddenly one of the new
standards.  The spor tb ike- turned-
budget-bike has become a budget-
bike-turned-standard. And, weirder
sti l l , in this third l ife, the Radian is
once again a performer.

Of all the motorcycles gathered in
our standard-bike extrava ganza, the
Radian has one of the sharpest-feel-
ing motors. Its quarter-mile ET of
12.32 seconds makes it the quickest
of the group. Of course, compared to
a modern 600cc sportbike, such as
Yamaha's own FZR600, the Radian
is a real dog, so how good the air-
cooled,  599cc,  e ight-valve motor
looks depends upon the company it
keeps.

Compared to the other standards,
the Radian chassis feels rather small.
It has one of the most-cramped seat-
ing positions, and our larger riders
wasted no opportunities to gripe

about that fact. And bevond that. the
motorcycle looks smail. Its wheel-
base, at just under 55 inches, is a
touch on the short side, but not
enough to account for the overall im-
pression of smallness. That feeling
comes from the narrow handlebar,
the slender seat and the small fuel
tank, as much as anything else.

Another common complaint cen-
ters around the twin-shock rear sus-
pension. It 's not very good. The ride
is bumpy and harsh no matter where
you adjust the spring preload. There
are a number of aftermarket compa-
nies that love the Radian because of
this.

On the plus side, the bike is an ex-
cellent handler on tisht roads. There.
the small-feeline ch-assis is an asset

Twin shocks may be the rage on
some bom-again standards, but
those on the Radian just don't work
Yery well, and therelore deserve
instant replacement with quality
aftermafuet parts.

base and more rake (31 degrees) than
anything this side of Peter Fonda's
star-spangled Hog. So, naturally, the
VX800 handles deliberately, iust as a
m idd le -o f - t he - road  b i ke  shou ld .
Likewise, the suspension on the VX
is exactly what it 's meant to be: versa-
ti le. The twin-shock rear end looks
like a throwback to the early Seven-
ties. but it has adjustable rebound
damping and spring preload, just l ike
most modern sinele-shockers. The
VX has a rare capaiility to provide a
smooth ride on the freeway as well as
hand l i ng  bumpy  back rbads  w i th
grace, at least at the paces that are
expected of standard-style bikes.

To many of our testers, this motor-
cycle's most endearing feature is that
it's comfortable. The rider has room,
lots of it. Bigger riders in particular
will appreciate the ample space from
the wide seat to the footpegs. Plus,
the handlebar doesn't force a bent-
over riding posture, but it's still fairly
flat, so the rider doesn't catch a lot of
wind. And if that's not good enough,
Suzuki also offers two accessory fair-
inss to cut down the wind blasi.-Of 

course, a VX with a fairing is no
longer a standard, right? Maybe,
maybe not. Part of the appeal of stan-
dards in general and the VX in par-
ticular is each one can be personal-
ized to suit its rider. After a few years
on the road, it 's unlikelv that anv two
VXs will look alike. 

'Perhaps "that,

more than anything else, is what
makes the Suzuki VX800 special. It 's
a delightfully well-finished starting
polnt.
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and thc  Rad ian  is  a  conf idence- in -
sp i r in_e hand ler .  I t  has  _eood ground
c l e a r a n c e .  e x c e l l c n t  s t e e r i n g  a n d
power l -u l  b rakes .  T l ie  Rad ian  nr igh t
be  a  s tandard  b ike  these davs .  bu t  i t
s t i l l  e i r r t ' t  i t r , r i r l  l c t t i n g  s , r n t c  , r l  i t ,
spor tb ikc  hcr i tase  shon thnrugh.

And i t s  da ls  as  a  [ ]udgc t  b ikc  a re  n ' t
over .  e i ther .  The r r rach ine  re ta i l s  fb r
$3699.  wh ich  r .ncans  tha t .  in  add i t ion
to  bc ing  thc  most  po i le r f 'u l  o f ' these

SPECIFICATIONS
Yamaha Radian

List price Q A A O O

Weight:
Tank empty 4 1 8  r b

Fuel capacity: 3 .3  ga l
1/a mi. 12.32 sec.

@ 106.88 mph
Top gear time to speed, sec.

40-60 mph 3 .8
Measured top speed 123 mph

Average fuel mileage 46 mpg

I  0  b ikes .  i t  i s  the  second- leas1-expen-
s i v e  ( t h c  p r i c e  c h a m p i o n  i s  t h e  S u z u k i
GS500E) .

Of-  course .  when thc  Rad ian  was
i n t r o d u c e d  b a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 .  i t  s o l d  f b r
$ 2 3 9 9  a n d  u ' a s  v i r t u a l l v  t h c  s a m e

bike .  Nou ' .  lha t  doesn ' t  mean tha t  the
Rad ian  is  a  bad dea l  now- f  a r  f rom i t .
You 'd  be  hard-presscd to  l ind  as
much pcr f i r rmance f i r r  the  do l la r .

But .  man.  was i t  a  g rea t  dea l  back
t h c n .

l :  \ ' 1 ,  N ( ) \ \ '  I ) t r N { l , l : l )  l 0  r t l r . r -

tr l rcl  clcs. as rt .utr-t t  davs
l r t td ' r t :  I t l r r t r  r i , , l c i r  in i , t
t h c  b l c n d c r  w i t h  t h c  s c -

lec to r  on  "purce  . "  And vou probab l , l
e \pcc t  us  to  p ( )u r  s ( )n re th ing  tha t  rc -
scmblcs  u  conc lus ion  in to  a  pcr l -ec t l v
c l c a r  g l a s s .  B u t  t h c  i s s L r c  o l ' s t a n d a r d
nro torcvc lcs  i s  u  pur t i cu la r l_ r '  n ruddv

( )nc  t ( )  s ta r t  \ \ ' i th .  a r rd  bccausc  thcr ,
r r r c  . i r r c k s - o l ' - u I I - t l u d c . .  r t t u r t c r r - o l l
n o n c  k i n d s  o l ' b i k c s .  c o n t i n g  u p  w ' i t h
a  nca t .  r . ro - loosc-cnds  c t l r rc lus ion  is  a
p a r t i c u l a r l v  p r i c k l r  t a s k

So.  no .
( 'onre a:tain' .)

B c c a u s c  w c  c a n ' t .  a n d  h c r e ' s  w h y  w c
c a n ' t .  [ ) o n  ( ' a n c t .  o n e  o l ' ( ) u r  g u c s t
tcs tc rs .  sa id  the  conc lus ion  was tha t
thc  Har lev- t )av idson FXRS was thc
bes t  s tandard .  Ron C i r i cwe sa id  thc
c o n c l u s i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h c  S u z u k i  V X
r . r ' a s  t h c  b c s t  s t a n d a r d .  ( ' a n t r o n

Bussard  sa id  thc  Moto  ( i r . rzz - i  was  thc
b e s t  s t a n d a r d .  R o n  [ - a w s o t - t .  t h c
Zephvr :  I )av id  Edwards .  thc  BMW
a n d  s o  o n .  E a c h  o f ' u s  k n o w s  t h e  c o n -
c lus ion .  The prob lem is  tha t  the-y ' rc
a l l  d i f l e r c n t  c o n c l u s i o n s .

W e  k n e u ' t h i s j o b  w a s  t r o u b l c
n 'hen wc s icned up .

l ' h c  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  i f ' v o u ' r c  l o o k i n g
f i r r  the  bes t  s tandard  h i rc .  the  re  i s  n t r
t r u t h .  I l ' v o u  l i k e  s p o r t b i k c  r i d i n g .  w c
cou ld  l i s t  thenr  iu  tha t  o rdcr .  s ta r t ing
wi th  the  ( 'B-  I  and e  nc l inq  w i th  the
( )uzz i .  Bu t  i f -vou  r tu l l r l i kc  spor tb ike
r id ins .  vou  r ia l l y  shou ldn ' t  bc  look-
in_u hcre  in  the  f i rs t  p lace .  I l ' you  l i ke
cru is ing .  then u 'e  cou ld  f lop  tha t  o r -
der .  and i l ' vou  l i kc  tour ing .  we cou ld
nrake a  n 'ho le  new l i s t .  Bu t  in  thosc
cases .  vou  shou ld  be  look ing  e lse-
where .  too .

So.  to  l i s t  thesc  mach ines  in  o rder
o t '  p re l -e rence.  vou l i r s t  ha ' "c  to  l i s t

,vour  r id ing .  in  o rder  o f '  p re  f 'e rence.
We can ' t  do  tha t  f i r r  vou .  Wou ldn ' t
wan l  to .  That  leaves  v t iu  w i th  no  con-
c lus ion .  bu t  ra ther  w i th  enou-e ,h  in -
f i r rmat io r - t  t ( )  make y ( )u r  own
c (  ) n  c  l u S i ( )  n  .

'  Our  -9uess  is  vou ' re  happ ier  w i th
that. anv$'av. O

No. Wc aren
d ( )n ' t  \ 4a11 t  t ( )

t  g ( ) l r l g
g lVC  \ ' ( )U

to plar. \ \ t '
n ( )  s t i n k i n '

/h r ' .  indecd.
co n c lus io r r  .

Wh-r" l  Ah.  thcrc i t
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